
 

 

 
 
 

 
March 18-24, 2018 is Poison Prevention Week 

 

 
Young children account for approximately half of poisonings reported to 
poison centers each year.  In a majority of these cases, the poisoning could 
have been prevented.  You can help keep children poison safe by following 
these 3 steps: 
 

1. Teach children about poisons and how they can stay safe from 
poisons. 

2. Provide parents with information that will help make the home poison-
safe. 

3. Provide parents with the resources to get expert advice in a poison 
emergency. 

 
To highlight Poison Prevention Week, the Maryland Poison Center is 
making a variety of information and resources available to elementary 
schools to promote poison safety.  Additional materials are available any 
time during the schools year to align with your curriculum units related to 
home and medicine safety.* You can also find information to share in your 
parent newsletter on our website, www.mdpoison.com. 
 
Please complete the attached fax back sheet indicating your desire to 
participate in this life safety initiative. Choose as few or as many of the 
items that you wish to use to highlight the importance of poison safety 
education for your students and their families. 
 
 
 
 
*Please contact Angel Bivens 410-563-5584 / abivens@rx.umaryland.edu for further 
information or questions. 

Increase Your Students’ 
Poison IQ 

http://www.mdpoison.com/
mailto:abivens@rx.umaryland.edu


 

 

 

2018 Poison Prevention Week 
 

Response Form 
 
 

 

Yes!  Count us in.  We shall participate by: 
 
____ Displaying a poison safety poster in our school. 
 
____ Reading a Poison Safety message during morning announcements. 
 
____ Sending home a Poison Safety Checklist. 
 
____ Sending home a Poison Help magnet. 
 
____ Sharing social media messages (for school or PTA use). 
 
 
 
Contact Name:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Email address:_____________________________________________________ 
 
School Name:______________________________________________________ 
 
Number of elementary school students:__________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 
 
City/Zip code:______________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone:________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Please return this form to us by March 9, 2018 
 

Fax to: 410-528-7502  or E-mail to: abivens@rx.umaryland.edu 
Or mail to: 

Maryland Poison Center 
220 Arch St., Office Level 1 

Baltimore, MD 21201 
        
 

mailto:abivens@rx.umaryland.edu


 

 

 
 
 

Poison Prevention Tips 
 
Poison-proofing the home can be accomplished by teaching the following poison 
prevention tips: 
 

1. Avoid storing potential poisons in low cabinets where small children can reach.  
Use safety locks on cabinets. 

 
2. Use child-resistant containers. (Remember they are not child-proof!) 

 
3. Discard old or outdated medicine and chemicals and all poisonous plants. 

 
4. Keep medicine and other potential poisons in their original containers.  DO NOT 

use food containers such as cups or soda bottles to store household products. 
 

5. Rinse out containers thoroughly before disposing of them. 
 

6. Read and follow the directions and caution labels on medicines and other 
products before using them each time. 
 

7. Do not call medicine “candy”. 
 

8. Avoid taking medicine in front of children.  Young children often imitate “grown-
ups.” 
 

9. Make sure a spray is directed away from the face.  Wear protective clothing 
when spraying pesticides and other chemicals. 
 

10. Take containers with you or put them away when answering the phone or 
doorbell. 
 

Contact the Maryland Poison Center as soon as you suspect a poisoning or overdose 
has occurred.  Do not wait for symptoms! 
 
 

 


